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SUBJECT:DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING FEB 23, 1978 

FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE NOON 
BRIEFING, FEBRUARY 23, 1978: 

Q: I WOULD LIKE TO GET BACK TO BERNIE'S QUESTION ABOUT 
THE RAID IN NICOSIA. 

CAN YOU RECALL WHETHER LAST OCTOBER THE DEPARTMENT MADE 
A COMMENT ON THE GERMAN RAID IN SOMALIA? 

A: CAN I RECALL WHAT? 
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Q: WHETHER THE DEPARTMENT HAD A COMMENT ON THE GERMAN 
RAID IN SOMALIA, THE LUFTHANSA. 

A: MY OWN MEMORY OF IT WAS THAT WE UNDOUBTEDLY SAID 
SOMETHING, SOME RELIEF THAT THE RELEASE OF THE HOSTAGES, 

SOME STATEMENT ABOUT THE ATTITUDES OF THE SOMALI 
GOVERNMENT IN THIS THING. I DON’T REMEMBER THE EXACT 
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TEXT OF IT, BUT I THINK WE DID SAY SOMETHING. 

Q: I WAS WONDERING WHY YOU CAN'T SAY SOMETHING IN THIS 
CASE AT ATI,? 

A: I DON'T WANT TO STRESS THE OBVIOUS, BUT THERE ARE 
SOME DIFFERENCES. 

RE PRESS CENSORSHIP: 

A: I WILL GIVE YOU A PARALLEL IN ANOTHER COUNTRY WHICH 
WON'T BE MENTIONED, BUT IT FALLS AT THE TIP OF A HUGE 
CONTINENT. THERE ARE A NUMBER OF THINGS WHICH CAN'T BE 
DONE BY THE PRESS IN THAT COUNTRY UNLESS THEY WANT TO 
GO TO JAIL. NOW, THEY CAN DO IT AND GO TO JAIL - 

Q: YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT MOZAMBIQUE OR ANGOLA. 

A: NO. I WAS THINKING OF SOMETHING MORE SUBSTANTIAL 
IN SIZE THAN THAT. 

Q: IT IS A LITTLE MORE SAVAGE THERE. 

A: BUT, AT ANY RATE, BUT I AM JUST SUGGESTING TO YOU 
THAT THAT DOES REQUIRE AN AFFIRMATIVE ACT TO GET INTO 
THE PRESS. 
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Q: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING NEW ON THE STATE OF PLAY IN 
THE HORN OF AFRICA. SPECIFICALLY WHETHER THE SOMALIS' 
STATEMENT OF YESTERDAY CONSTITUTES A NEW INTENTION TO - 

A: A WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE IN PLACE? 

Q: YES. 

A: NO. 

Q: DOES IT MEAN ANYTHING? 

A: I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT MEANS ANYTHING. I DON'T HAVE 
ANY COMMENT ON IT. I HAVE SEEN SIMILAR STATEMENTS BEFORE. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY NEW FIGURES ON THE NUMBER OF CUBANS 
AND RUSSIANS IN ETHIOPIA? 

A: I THINK I GAVE YOU THE ONLY FIGURES I HAD. I WANT 
TO SAY SOMETHING HERE. I HAVE SAID IT BEFORE, THAT THE 
FIGURES I GIVE YOU WILL STAND, AS I SAID, AT 3,000. 

HOWEVER, THERE WAS A CONTINUING BUILD-UP AND THAT 
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PERIODICALLY THAT MAY CHANGE. AND WHAT I AM GOING TO SAY 
TO YOU NOW IS WHEN I HAVE A CHANGE, I PROMISE YOU I WILL 
TELL YOU. I MEAN, WHEN WE HAVE A DIFFERENT ASSESSMENT 
OF NUMBERS. BUT AT THIS POINT, I STILL DON'T HAVE A 
NEW SET OF NUMBERS. 

Q: HODDING, UNLESS I HEARD YOU WRONG, BUT JUST TO 
CORRECT THE RECORD, YOU SAID THAT THE FIGURES WILL STAND 
AT 3,000. 

A: 5,000. I SAID IT. WHEN I SAID THREE - A COUPLE OF 
WEEKS AGO, I SAID THEY'RE CONTINUING TO BUILD UP. THEY 
REACHED FIVE - , AND AT SOME POINT I THINK THE SECRETARY 
SAID FIVE - BUT AS WE GO. 
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